
Te&Z.ng sc:ne 35 ,@CC, s&,lo~~ a. :rcar to change deeply royted !xbits hPys been 
accom@ished b,y scientists of the Z%.sh and Wildlife Service ~md was Amde necessexy 
whe3 tile conmletion of Gr,and Coulee 3am--553 feet hi& or imre thm thee tiaes 
Xi kii;h 2s ~~~~gara--~resre~~ted rax %qqortmt paxt of the Coluzbiat s S&.ZIO~ ?XIX 
fro2 rea.chiz~ their native s+mi~~ grounds in the headmters of the river. 

Be@min~ in 1939, tje saLnon &me been trapned each gear in the fish ladders 
at -Z&k Island Dan, 150 miles dmmstreax from Gracd Coulee. Refrigerated tan& 
trucks carry theq some to hatcheries, others to selecte?. strexm below Grand 
Goulee where they are released in an effort tc trarisfer tL.e r:‘1x.s to these lower 
tributaries. 

Salon fly reared fro;2 the ws of t:ie fis2-2. t2at are taken to !ratcheries 
have also been $ahted in the streams below Grated Couiee. 

The first significant test cf the success of the ex~erinsnt was rilal’ie this 
sum-ier wken the prOgei2J~ of th3 salmon tramplanted in 1939 ~eturnr3. as maming 
f3,d&1t S. AlthoEh the trappi.ii of all s&ion a.t &ck fslmd has seen cor:tinued 
this year as I? yrecautiomry xea.sure , nearly 2,000 were released from t22.e traps 
acd allowed- to cor,tinue their mi@xtion. 

(over> 



peak of the salmon seasoh---ilone of the ~igr~mts k,-.<. q3e:,rd p,t Grand Coulec. X!re 
th,an 300 of then, however, lvQd been observed in the tributaries to :,rhich their 
parents had been transplmted. 

This change in the migratory habits of a whole genemtion of S&IIOC does IlOt 
interfere with the well-J.mow~ horning instinct of s&lmm., according to D~.GsSrielsoq 
it merely t&es adv,mtq;e of 2 special feature of this instiiXt that has ijce2 
understood only recently. Contra,ry to the popular izipression, salqon return to 
the spawning grounds of their anctL7 =tors only if this is the place vherc tne,y th.m- 
selves lived as fry. If the e+zgs or yourg fish have been trmsferred to other 
suitable waters, the salzoa will return at’maturity to the strecm to &iCh they 
were transplanted. 

&though far species oi. salnion ‘and the related stee1hsa.d trout efitcr ~the 
Colu$~ia, only the c:15iiooA- 1~ e:~d blueback sa,L~on spam ic the tribu.tt~sizs of the 
upmr Co1ur:bi.a in importeat rmqbers. The chinook is .thre lzqest aId best kLio!zril 
of t.?.e Golmbia liiver saLqon, averaging about 2.2 ;muads. The bluaback , kno~r as 
“red scalmon!l in Alaska, is the zest valuable salmon ii1 nricc pr pound. 
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